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D O N QU I X OT E

ABOVE: AUTHOR MIGUEL DE
CERVANTES
LEFT: DON QUIXOTE AND SANCHO
PANZA ON THEIR JOURNEY

The History of Don Quixote
Don Quixote is the best known
work of Spanish literature in the
world today. The novel follows the
adventures of a delusional Don
(Spanish nobleman), as he and
his sidekick Sancho Panza go on a
fantastical journey and
experience romance, adventure,
and lots of confusion.

Miguel de Cervantes wrote his
novel Don Quixote in two parts,
published respectively in 1605
and 1615, during a historic period
known as the Spanish Golden
Age. During this time, Spain
pursued military conquests in
Europe and the Americas. This
age brought great wealth to Spain

and allowed the arts to flourish.
Regarded by many as the first
true novel ever written, Don
Quixote was written as a parody
on chivalry, a common theme
during that period.

VOCABULARY CHECK

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

DELUSIONAL: having false or
unrealistic beliefs and ideas

Miguel de Cervantes was born near
Madrid in 1547. He is remembered as
a poet, author, and valiant military
commander. He became a soldier in
1570 and bravely fought against the
Ottoman Empire. He was captured by
the Turks in 1575 and spent the
next 5 years as a prisoner. Once he
returned to Spain, Cervantes wrote
poems, plays, and of course “Don
Quixote”. He died in 1616 in Madrid.

SEQUENTIALLY: in precisely the
order given; sequentially
CHIVALRY: the combination of
qualities expected of an ideal
knight, especially courage, honor,
courtesy, justice, and a readiness
to help the weak

SYNOPSIS
PROLOGUE
Don Quixote, having read his fill of
romances about knights and chivalry,
decides to set off on his travels in
order to bring glory to his name. He
chooses the loyal Sancho Panza as his
sword bearer, a man of sober outlook
who is not prone to dreams.

ACT I: SCENE I
The lively streets of Barcelona are
filled with festive reveling. Kitri,
daughter of the innkeeper Lorenzo, is
flirting with Basilio, the barber, who is
in love with her. Lorenzo finds them
together and chases Basilio away - the
barber is no fit match for his daughter.
Lorenzo intends for Kitri to marry
Gamache, a rich nobleman. Kitri
refuses outright to submit to her
father’s demands.
At the height of the merry-making,
Don Quixote appears in the square,
accompanied by his sword bearer,
Sancho Panza. Catching sight of the
innkeeper, Don Quixote mistakes him
for the owner of a knight’s castle and
greets him with respect. Lorenzo
responds with similar fondness and
invites Don Quixote into the inn.
Sancho Panza is left in the square, but
when some young people start to
mock Sancho, Don Quixote
immediately hurries to his swordbearer’s rescue.

Seeing Kitri, Don Quixote thinks she
is the beautiful Dulcinea whom he has
seen in his dreams and chosen as ‘the
lady of his heart’. But Kitri disappears.
She has run off with Basilio - Lorenzo,
Gamache and Don Quixote set out to
look for her.

ACT I: SCENE II
Kitri and Basilio are hiding in a tavern
and are soon discovered and Don
Quixote. Lorenzo wishes to make an
immediate announcement of the
betrothal of Kitri to Gamache. Basilio,
in agreement with Kitri, pretends to
take his life and Kitri sobs over the
body of her sweetheart. Don Quixote
is overcome by noble indignation and
accuses Lorenzo of hardheartedness.
He threatens him with his sword,
forcing him to agree to his daughter’s
marriage with the barber. Basilio jumps
to his feet with joy, as there is no
point in him pretending to be dead
any longer.

Characters
Don Quixote
– a valiant and eccentric
knight
Lady Dulcinea
– Don Quixote’s mythical love
Sancho Panza
– Don Quixote’s neighbor
Kitri
– lovely young townswoman,
Basilio’s sweetheart
Basilio
– young barber, Kitri’s
sweetheart
Lorenzo
– Kitri’s father, an innkeeper

BEL OW: KITRI JUMPS F O R
JOY IN THE TOWN SQUARE
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Gamache
– a rich nobleman. Lorenzo
wishes him to wed Kitri

ACT II: SCENE I
In the glade by the windmills is a sprawling
gypsy camp. Don Quixote and Sancho
Panza soon appear on the scene, stumbling
upon the gypsies and their dances. Don
Quixote follows the performances with
rapt attention but, becoming confused,
rushes to save a gypsy who he mistakes for
Dulcinea. He catches sight of the windmills,
mistaking them for giants whom he has to
conquer. Grabbing a mill sail, he is first lifted
into the air and then falls to the ground.
Unfortunately Don Quixote finds himself
no match for his imaginary giants and is
defeated by the windmill.

ACT II: SCENE II
The wounded Don Quixote and Sancho
Panza find themselves in a forest, which
Don Quixote imagines to be full of
monsters and giants. Sancho Panza settles
Don Quixote down to sleep, and then runs
off to find help. In Don Quixote’s dreams
he sees Dulcinea, ‘the lady of his heart’,
surrounded by Dryads and fairies. Sancho
Panza comes back with the Duke and
Duchess who have been hunting in the
forest. He begs them to help the dreaming
Don Quixote. The Duke and Duchess invite
the wandering knight to visit them in their
castle.

ABOVE: DO N Q UIX OTE AND HIS
WINDM ILL

ACT II: SCENE III
The Duke’s castle is ready for the grand
reception of Don Quixote. Having heard
from Sancho Panza the happy story of Kitri
and Basilio’s love, the Duke and Duchess
have kindly agreed to allow them to hold
their wedding in the castle. Don Quixote
and Sancho Panza are invited to occupy
the seats of honor.
A solemn procession files past and,
catching sight of Kitri, Don Quixote again
mistakes her for ‘the lady of his heart’. The
Duke and Sancho Panza manage to
persuade him that she is the very same
innkeeper’s daughter whom he helped to
unite with Basilio, her sweetheart. The
festivities and merriment continue and all
are very thankful to the valiant knight and
his faithful sword-bearer.
ABOVE: DON Q UIXOTE DREAM S OF
FA I R I E S A ND D RYA D S

Vocabulary
PROLOGUE : an introduction to a play, book, ballet, etc.
SOBER: having or showing a very serious attitude
OUTLOOK: the way a person thinks about things
SWORD-BEARER: an official who carries a sword for a
dignitary or important person on formal occasions
REVELING: enjoying oneself in a lively and noisy way
SUBMIT: accept or yield to a superior force or the will pf
another person
MERRY-MAKING: participation in festive activities
FONDNESS: affection or liking for something or someone
MOCK: to tease or laugh at in a scornful or mean manner
BETROTHAL: a mutual promise of future marriage;
engagement
INDIGNATION: anger or annoyance provoked by unfair
treatment
HARDHEARTEDNESS: having or showing no kindness or
sympathy for other people
GLADE: an open space in a forest
SPRAWLING: spread out over a large area
RAPT: completely fascinated by what one is seeing or
hearing
DRYAD: a tree spirit; a nymph that inhabits a tree
SOLEMN: formal and dignified; serious
PROCESSION: a number of people or vehicles moving
forward in an orderly fashion, especially for a ceremony
VALIANT: possessing or showing courage; brave

F U N FAC T S
• During Cervantes’ time, Latin
was a language used by
people that were highly
educated. However, Cervantes
didn’t write his novel in Latin;
he wrote it in Castellano which
was the language of the
common people.
• Cervantes made Don Quixote’s
character very involved in
reading books and the fictional
world, so much so that he
became a character in his own
illusions and book.
• Cervantes’ influence on the
Spanish language cannot be
underestimated, in fact it is
often called la lengua
Cervantes.
• At the time, the name Dulcinea
meant “elegant sweetness”. To
this day, a reference to
someone as one’s “Dulcinea”
implies hopeless devotion and
love.

About Ballet
The story of ballet began five
hundred years ago in Italy during
the Renaissance. In those days the
Italian nobles entertained important
visitors with elaborate pageants of
poetry, music, mime, and dance.
When an Italian woman named
Catherine de Medici married
King Henri II and became Queen of
France, she introduced this kind of
entertainment to the French court.
Almost a hundred years later, in
1643, Louis XIV became King of
France at the age of 5. Louis loved
to dance and performed in many of
the court ballets. He created the
Royal Academy of Music and
Dance in 1661. It was then that the
five basic positions of the feet were
worked out and ballet began to
develop a set technique. This is
why French is used to describe
ballet steps.
Over the last 500 years, ballet has
evolved from a court dance that
was performed only by men to a
highly athletic and artistic endeavor
that is practiced and performed by
men and women alike. In addition,
countless types of other dance
forms have developed from ballet
technique, such as contemporary,
jazz, and modern dance. Today
ballet is danced and performed in
almost every country in the world.
From its origins in the during the
Italian renaissance and in the
French high courts, ballet has truly
become an art form meant to
inspire people of all ages and
backgrounds from all over the
world.

POINTE SHOES
Italian ballerina Marie Taglioni was
the first ballerina that we know of to
dance on pointe in the early 1830s.
Today pointe shoes are made of
layers of glue, burlap, and satin, to
create a hard tip for ballerinas to
stand on. Only female dancers who
have trained for many years build
enough strength to wear and dance
in pointe shoes. Men almost never
wear pointe shoes in ballet except
for comedic effect.

CLASSIC AL B ALLET
Classical ballet is a traditional, formal
style of ballet that adheres to classical
ballet technique. It is known for its
aesthetics and rigorous technique (such
as pointe work, turnout of the legs, and
high extensions), its flowing, precise
movements, and its ethereal qualities.
Despite the variations, the
performance and movement
vocabulary of classical ballet are
largely consistent throughout the
world.

WHY TIGHTS?
In classical ballet, the women as
well as the men wear tights as part
of their costume. This tradition has a
funny history. Louis XIV was very
vain, especially about his calves,
and sought to show off his legs and
those of his dancers by wearing very
tight fitting pants. Today, ballet
dancers continue this tradition to
show the defined muscles in their
legs and the beautiful lines they
make while dancing.

Great Books
A major theme in Don Quixote is the fantastic versus the realistic. Don Quixote
is so involved in his stories of gallant knights and adventure that he begins to
confuse his dreams with reality!
1. Do you ever feel so interested in a book that the characters begin to feel
real?

2. What book made you feel this way?

3. Can you picture your favorite scene in a book you have read? How vividly?

Coloring Activity
This windmill is just like the one
Don Quixote imagines to be a giant in Act II

WORD SEARCH
Don’t forget to look across, down, and diagonally!
Can you find any words that are not on the word list?
One word appears twice....which word is it?
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